GOOD FRIDAY Readings
Old Testament: G
 enesis 22: 1-18

After these events, God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!”
Abraham answered, “I’m here.”
God said, “Take your son, your only son whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah.
Offer him up as an entirely burned offering there on one of the mountains that I will show you.”
Abraham got up early in the morning, harnessed his donkey, and took two of his young men with
him, together with his son Isaac. He split the wood for the entirely burned offering, set out, and
went to the place God had described to him.
On the third day, Abraham looked up and saw the place at a distance. Abraham said to his
servants, “Stay here with the donkey. The boy and I will walk up there, worship, and then come
back to you.”
Abraham took the wood for the entirely burned offering and laid it on his son Isaac. He took the
fire and the knife in his hand, and the two of them walked on together.  Isaac said to his father
Abraham, “My father?”
Abraham said, “I’m here, my son.”
Isaac said, “Here is the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the entirely burned
offering?”
Abraham said, “The lamb for the entirely burned offering? God will see to it,[a] my son.” The
two of them walked on together.
They arrived at the place God had described to him. Abraham built an altar there and arranged
the wood on it. He tied up his son Isaac and laid him on the altar on top of the wood.  Then
Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to kill his son as a sacrifice.  But the Lord’s
messenger called out to Abraham from heaven, “Abraham? Abraham?”
Abraham said, “I’m here.”
The messenger said, “Don’t stretch out your hand against the young man, and don’t do anything
to him. I now know that you revere God and didn’t hold back your son, your only son, from me.”
Abraham looked up and saw a single ram[b] caught by its horns in the dense underbrush.
Abraham went over, took the ram, and offered it as an entirely burned offering instead of his son.
Abraham named that place “the Lord sees.”[c] That is the reason people today say, “On this
mountain the Lord is seen.”[d]
The Lord’s messenger called out to Abraham from heaven a second time and said, “I give my
word as the Lord that because you did this and didn’t hold back your son, your only son,  I will
bless you richly and I will give you countless descendants, as many as the stars in the sky and as
the grains of sand on the seashore. They will conquer their enemies’ cities.  All the nations of the
earth will be blessed because of your descendants, because you obeyed me.”
Psalm 22: 1-11

My God! My God,
why have you left me all alone?
Why are you so far from saving me—
so far from my anguished groans?
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My God, I cry out during the day,
but you don’t answer;
even at nighttime I don’t stop.
3
You are the holy one, enthroned.
You are Israel’s praise.
4
Our ancestors trusted you—
they trusted you and you rescued them;
5
they cried out to you and they were saved;
they trusted you and they weren’t ashamed.
6
But I’m just a worm, less than human;
insulted by one person, despised by another.
7
All who see me make fun of me—
they gape, shaking their heads:
8
“He committed himself to the Lord,
so let God rescue him;
let God deliver him
because God likes him so much.”
9
But you are the one who pulled me from the womb,
placing me safely at my mother’s breasts.
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I was thrown on you from birth;
you’ve been my God
since I was in my mother’s womb.
11
Please don’t be far from me,
because trouble is near
and there’s no one to help.
Epistle- Hebrews 10: 1-25

The Law is a shadow of the good things that are coming, not the real things themselves. It never
can perfect the ones who are trying to draw near to God through the same sacrifices that are
offered continually every year. Otherwise, wouldn’t they have stopped being offered? If the
people carrying out their religious duties had been completely cleansed once, no one would have
been aware of sin anymore. Instead, these sacrifices are a reminder of sin every year, because it’s
impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

Therefore, when he comes into the world he says, You didn’t want a sacrifice or an offering,  but
you prepared a body for me; you weren’t pleased with entirely burned offerings or a sin offering.
So then I said, “Look, I’ve come to do your will, God. This has been written about me in the
scroll.”
He says above, You didn’t want and you weren’t pleased with a sacrifice or an offering or with
entirely burned offerings or a purification offering, which are offered because the Law requires
them. Then he said, Look, I’ve come to do your will. He puts an end to the first to establish the
second. We have been made holy by God’s will through the offering of Jesus Christ’s body once
for all.
Every priest stands every day serving and offering the same sacrifices over and over, sacrifices
that can never take away sins. But when this priest offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, he
sat down at the right side of God. Since then, he’s waiting until his enemies are made into a
footstool for his feet, because he perfected the people who are being made holy with one offering
for all time.
The Holy Spirit affirms this when saying, This is the covenant that I will make with them.  After
these days, says the Lord,  I will place my laws in their hearts and write them on their minds.
And I won’t remember their sins and their lawless behavior anymore.
When there is forgiveness for these things, there is no longer an offering for sin.
Brothers and sisters, we have confidence that we can enter the holy of holies by means of Jesus’
blood, through a new and living way that he opened up for us through the curtain, which is his
body, and we have a great high priest over God’s house.

Therefore, let’s draw near with a genuine heart with the certainty that our faith gives us, since
our hearts are sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies are washed with pure
water. Let’s hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering, because the one who made
the promises is reliable.
And let us consider each other carefully for the purpose of sparking love and good deeds. Don’t
stop meeting together with other believers, which some people have gotten into the habit of
doing. Instead, encourage each other, especially as you see the day drawing near.
The Passion Gospel: John 19: 1-37
Then Pilate had Jesus taken and whipped.  The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and
put it on his head, and dressed him in a purple robe.  Over and over they went up to him and said,
“Greetings, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face.

Pilate came out of the palace again and said to the Jewish leaders, “Look! I’m bringing him out
to you to let you know that I find no grounds for a charge against him.”  When Jesus came out,
wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here’s the man.”
When the chief priests and their deputies saw him, they shouted out, “Crucify, crucify!”

Pilate told them, “You take him and crucify him. I don’t find any grounds for a charge against
him.”
The Jewish leaders replied, “We have a Law, and according to this Law he ought to die because
he made himself out to be God’s Son.”
When Pilate heard this word, he was even more afraid.  He went back into the residence and
spoke to Jesus, “Where are you from?” Jesus didn’t answer.  So Pilate said, “You won’t speak to
me? Don’t you know that I have authority to release you and also to crucify you?”
J esus replied, “You would have no authority over me if it had not been given to you from above.
That’s why the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.”  From that moment on,
Pilate wanted to release Jesus.
However, the Jewish leaders cried out, saying, “If you release this man, you aren’t a friend of the
emperor! Anyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes the emperor!”
 hen Pilate heard these words, he led Jesus out and seated him on the judge’s bench at the
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place called Stone Pavement (in Aramaic, Gabbatha).  It was about noon on the Preparation Day
for the Passover. Pilate said to the Jewish leaders, “Here’s your king.”
The Jewish leaders cried out, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”
Pilate responded, “What? Do you want me to crucify your king?”
“We have no king except the emperor,” the chief priests answered.  Then Pilate handed Jesus
over to be crucified.
_________________________________
The soldiers took Jesus prisoner.  Carrying his cross by himself, he went out to a place
called Skull Place (in Aramaic, Golgotha).  That’s where they crucified him—and two others
with him, one on each side and Jesus in the middle.  Pilate had a public notice written and posted
on the cross. It read “Jesus the Nazarene, the king of the Jews.”  Many of the Jews read this sign,
for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city and it was written in Aramaic, Latin,
and Greek.  Therefore, the Jewish chief priests complained to Pilate, “Don’t write, ‘The king of
the Jews’ but ‘This man said, “I am the king of the Jews.”’”

Pilate answered, “What I’ve written, I’ve written.”
 hen the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and his sandals, and divided them into
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four shares, one for each soldier. His shirt was seamless, woven as one piece from the top to the
bottom.  They said to each other, “Let’s not tear it. Let’s cast lots to see who will get it.” This
was to fulfill the scripture,
They divided my clothes among themselves,  and they cast lots for my clothing.
That’s what the soldiers did.
J esus’ mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene stood near
the cross.  When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said

to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.”  Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.”
And from that time on, this disciple took her into his home.
After this, knowing that everything was already completed, in order to fulfill the scripture, Jesus
said, “I am thirsty.”  A jar full of sour wine was nearby, so the soldiers soaked a sponge in it,
placed it on a hyssop branch, and held it up to his lips.  When he had received the sour wine,
Jesus said, “It is completed.” Bowing his head, he gave up his life.
It was the Preparation Day and the Jewish leaders didn’t want the bodies to remain on the cross
on the Sabbath, especially since that Sabbath was an important day. So they asked Pilate to have
the legs of those crucified broken and the bodies taken down.  Therefore, the soldiers came and
broke the legs of the two men who were crucified with Jesus.  When they came to Jesus, they
saw that he was already dead so they didn’t break his legs.  However, one of the soldiers pierced
his side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out.  The one who saw this has
testified, and his testimony is true. He knows that he speaks the truth, and he has testified so that
you also can believe.  These things happened to fulfill the scripture, They won’t break any of his
bones.  And another scripture says, They will look at him whom they have pierced.

